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a day. Before Reza Shah gave the country railways
and roads the time required to cover the distance
was never less than a fortnight, and it was attended
by some risk and danger. There is now a much
closer contact between the principal cities, and the
residents of the hinterland have now much more
intimate relations with the town dwellers. In the
pre-Pahlavi era it was the exception rather than the
rule for thousands in outlying districts to have jour-
neyed more than a hundred miles from their own
villages, and news of conditions in the outside world
was mainly disseminated by returned soldiers, whose
lack of veracity or high powers of imagination pro-
duced many colourful but highly inaccurate accounts.
Reza Shah's work was rendered the more difficult
by the fact that his reforming zeal had to cut across
a long-established feudalism. In order to make
national life secure, there had to be radical reforms
in the administration of justice. Before Reza Shah
took command it can be said that there was no
justice for the poor man, and he was completely at
the mercy of the official and the tribal chieftain.
When modern law courts were introduced which
dealt out justice impartially and swiftly, there were
tremendous reactions from those who quickly dis-
covered that position and power no longer protected
them from the consequences of their own overt acts*
In brief, an end had to be put to feudalism, and
Reza Shah's stoic calm was proof against the storm
which he raised. It was necessary to subdue the
powerful chiefs and their tribes, for this class took
unkindly to the suggestion that if they would live